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which they have built up in India by so much labour and sacrifice. How do
you picture to yourself the practical fulfilment of your aims ? Do you believe
that your own efforts, or outside pressure, will eventually bring about your
liberation ?

Our own efforts can and will end any foreign rule. If all my
people understood and practised the true doctrine of non-co-
operation and non-violence, we should have swaraj tomorrow. It
would descend to us as from Heaven. Indians being frail, like
other mortals, we shall have to wait. But our lesson is going
home to the remotest villages, and every spinning-wheel that hums
in a mud cottage is bringing us nearer our inevitable liberation.

One question more. How do you view Australia's virtual embargo against
Asiatics ?

I cannot understand this short-sighted policy of a nation which
I otherwise admire. It is bad on economic, ethical and political
grounds. But I admit that I have not given much attention to
Australia's problems. I am too much engrossed in Indian affairs.
Therefore, I would not like to express more than my personal,
unauthoritative opinion on a question which I have not studied.1

The Searchlight, 27-6-1924

145.   LETTER TO MRS. HADDOCK
POST ANDHERI,
March 14, 1924
DEAR  MRS.  MADDOGK23
Here is a brief statement of my activities as per my promise :
(1)  Removal of the curse of untouchability among the Hindus.
(2)  The spread of hand-spinning  and hand-weaving and the
advocacy of the use of hand-spun and hand-woven cloth to the
exclusion of all foreign cloth and even cloth woven in Indian mills.
(3)  Advocacy of simple life and,  therefore, of the avoidance
of intoxicating drinks and drugs.
1 The report of the interview concludes : * *This subtle defence precluded
any discussion on a controversial subject. . . Gandhi was visibly tired ... So
I wished my courteous informant speedy recovery to complete health,  shook
hands, and went to ponder over this old new message of non-violence ..."
2 Wife of Col. G. Maddock